
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 TREE TRIMMING OPERATIONS, 16VAC25-73  
16VAC25-73-60. B.  Aerial devices. 
 
B. Aerial devices. 
1. The items contained in subsection A of this section shall always be 
included in the review of this section. 16VAC25-90-1910.67 is 
hereby incorporated by reference. Damaged aerial devices and 
vehicles shall be removed from service and tagged until repaired or 
discarded. 

2. Aerial devices shall be provided with an approved point of 
attachment on which to secure a full-body harness with an energy-
absorbing lanyard, which shall be worn when aloft. 

3. Booms, buckets, or any other part of the aerial device shall not be 
allowed to make contact or violate minimum approach distances with 
energized electrical conductors, poles, or similar conductive objects. 
See Table 1 of 16VAC25-73-50 or §§ 59.1-406 through 59.1-414 of 
the Code of Virginia (Overhead High Voltage Line Safety Act), as 
applicable. 

4. Aerial devices or aerial ladders shall not be used as cranes or 
hoists to lift or lower materials or tree parts, unless they were 
specifically designed by the manufacturer to do so (see 16VAC25-
60-120). 

5. Wheel chocks shall be set before using an aerial device unless the 
device has no wheels on the ground or is designed for use without 
chocks. 

6. Units equipped with outriggers or a stabilizing system shall be 
operated in a manner consistent with manufacturers' requirements. 

7. The operator shall ensure adequate clearance exists and give 
warning to all employees in the work area prior to lowering 
outriggers. Pads shall be placed under outrigger feet when they are 
needed to ensure stable footing. 

8. When operating aerial devices, the operator shall look in the 
direction the bucket is traveling and be aware of the location of the 
booms in relation to all other objects and hazards. 

9. Clearances from passing vehicles shall be maintained, or traffic 
control shall be provided when booms or buckets are operated over 
roads in accordance with VDOT's Virginia Work Area Protection 
Manual. 

10. One-person buckets shall not have more than one person in them 
during operations. 

11. Hydraulic/pneumatic tools shall be disconnected when they are 
being serviced or adjusted, except where manufacturers' procedures 
require otherwise. 
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16VAC25-73-60. B.  Aerial devices, CONTINUED. 

B. Aerial devices, CONTINUED. 

12. To avoid flying particles or whipping hydraulic/pneumatic hoses, 
pressure shall be released before connections are broken, except 
where quick-acting connectors are used. Hydraulic/pneumatic hoses 
shall never be kinked in order to cut off pressure. 

13. No part of the body shall be used to locate or stop hydraulic 
leaks. 

14. Hoses affecting dielectric characteristics of equipment shall meet 
manufacturers' requirements. 

15. The flash point of hydraulic fluid shall meet the minimum set by 
the manufacturer. 

16. Combined loads shall not exceed rated lift capacities. Load 
ratings shall be conspicuously and permanently posted on aerial 
devices in accordance with ANSI A92.2. 

17. Electric cables/cords used with electric saws or lights, or other 
conductive material shall not be run from the vehicle to the bucket 
when arborists are working in proximity to energized electrical 
conductors. 

18. Aerial devices shall not be moved with an arborist on an elevated 
platform (for example, a bucket) except when equipment is 
specifically designed for such operation. 
19. Holes shall not be drilled in buckets or liners. 

20. During aerial device operations, arborists and other workers who 
are not qualified line-clearance arborists shall maintain a minimum 
approach distance from energized electrical conductors in accordance 
with Table 1 of 16VAC25-73-50. Only qualified line-clearance 
arborists or qualified line-clearance arborist trainees using an 
insulated aerial device may operate in accordance with minimum 
approach distances provided in Table 1. 

21. Arborists and other workers shall be instructed that insulated 
aerial buckets do not protect them from other electric paths to the 
ground, such as paths through trees, guy wires, or from one phase 
wire to the second phase wire, any one of which can be fatal. 

22. All underground hazards shall be located prior to operating aerial 
lift devices off-road. These hazards could include natural gas tanks, 
underground oil tanks, and septic systems. 
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