
Sources of CO2 poisoning that may result in 

employee injury or death: 

 Improperly installed or maintained 

carbonated beverage systems;  

 CO2 storage containers not properly 

vented to a well-ventilated area 

outside of the building; 

 Leaking fittings, connections, 

piping/tubing/hoses, or storage 

container plumbing; 

 Leaking carbonators, syrup pumps, 

bag in box (BIB) racks, any 

equipment using CO2; and 

 Leaking beer keg connections and 

equipment. 

Your CO2 tank is required to be inspected 

Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Hazards & Carbonated Beverage Systems 
Be aware of the risks!!! 

Do you have one of these? 

Warning signs  & monitoring 
devices are recommended 

• CO2 in gaseous state is 
colorless, odorless & not 
easily detectable 

• CO2 is heavier than air and will 
accumulate in low areas 

• CO2 should not be stored in 
improperly ventilated or 
unventilated rooms 

• High concentrations can result 
in death in <15mins 

For more questions/information contact: 
Ed Hilton, Director, Boiler Safety Division  

ed.hilton@doli.virginia.gov or  804.786.3262 
Deonna Hargrove, Consultation Program  Manager, 

hargrove.deonna@dol.gov or 804.786.8707 
www.doli.virginia.gov 
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