VIRGINIA WORKPLACE FATALITIES IN 2007
The Virginia Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) reported a preliminary total of 141 occupational fatalities in the Commonwealth in 2007, down by 15 percent from the revised total of 165 fatalities reported in 2006. (See Chart)  The total number of fatalities for 2007 was at its lowest level since 1995 when 132 fatalities were reported.  Workers from the prime working age group (age 25 to 54) accounted for 64 percent of the fatalities.  

Transportation incidents (53) decreased by eight from 2006, made up 38 percent of all work-related deaths and continued to be the leading cause of workplace fatalities.  Work-related deaths due to falls, mainly falls to a lower level, accounted for 25 deaths and increased by 7 from 2006.  The number of on-the-job fatalities resulting from contact with objects and equipment (22) accounted for 16 percent of work-related deaths in 2007, a decrease of 16 from 2006.  Assaults and violent acts comprised 21 fatalities, over three quarters of which were homicides, and decreased by 11 from 2006.  The 16 work-related fatalities resulting from exposure to harmful substances or environments accounted for eleven percent of total deaths. 
Construction in the private industry sector had the highest number of fatalities in 2007 at 36, accounting for 26 percent of the total.  Workplace deaths in the private transportation and warehousing industry (25) had the second highest number of fatalities of any industry sector, accounting for 18 percent of the total number of fatalities. 
Four detailed occupations accounted for 28 percent of the workplace fatalities: truck drivers, heavy and tractor-trailer (21), construction laborers (7), farmers and ranchers (6), and tree trimmers and pruners (6).  Thirty percent of fatal work injuries occurred on streets or highways, 21 percent occurred at industrial places or premises, 15 percent at public buildings, and 11 percent at private residences.
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NOTE: The numbers from 2001 exclude the fatality cases from the September 11 terrorist attack at the Pentagon.  
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