Virginia Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries 2008

The Virginia Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) reported a preliminary total of 154 occupational fatalities in the Commonwealth in 2008, up by 5 percent from the revised total of 146 fatalities reported in 2007. Workers from the prime working age group (age 25 to 54) accounted for 58 percent of the fatalities.  Ninety-four percent of the fatalities were men.  In addition, 69 percent of those who died from a workplace injury were white, non-Hispanic.    

Transportation incidents continued to be the leading cause of work-related deaths with 52, or 34 percent of the total fatalities in 2008.  The number of on-the-job fatalities resulting from contact with objects and equipment and work-related deaths due to falls, mainly falls to a lower level, accounted for 27 and 20 deaths, respectively.   Assaults and violent acts comprised 37 fatalities, 57 percent of which were homicides. This represented an increase of 16 from 2007 when 21 fatalities due to assaults or violent acts occurred.  

The private sector construction and transportation and warehousing industries recorded the highest number of fatalities in 2008 with 30 each, which represented 19 percent of the total fatalities.  Government workers made up 17 of the occupational fatalities.  Both private sector wage and salary workers fatalities (107) and self-employed workers (30) increased in 2008 from the previous year. Four detailed occupations accounted for 30 percent of the workplace fatalities: truck drivers, heavy and tractor-trailer (24), farmers and ranchers (8), construction laborers (7), and fallers (7).  Twenty-seven percent of fatal work injuries occurred on streets or highways, 18 percent at private residences, 17 percent occurred at industrial places or premises, and 12 percent at public buildings.
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 NOTE: Totals for 2008 are preliminary.
