Virginia Workplace Fatalities in 2006

The Virginia Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), jointly produced by the Virginia Department of Labor and Industry and the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, reported 164 occupational fatalities in the Commonwealth in 2006, down by 12 percent from the 186 fatalities reported in 2005.  
Workers from age 25 to 54, the prime working age group, accounted for 62 percent of the fatalities.  Ninety-three percent of the fatalities were men.  Seventy-one percent of those who died from a workplace injury were white, non-Hispanic. 
 Transportation incidents (60), which include highway, non-highway, pedestrian, air, water, and rail fatalities, decreased by nine from 2005, made up 37 percent of all work-related deaths and continued to be the leading cause of workplace fatalities.  
Workplace deaths in the private construction industry (35) decreased by 30 percent from 2005,  but continued to have the highest number of fatalities of any industry sector, accounting for more than one-fifth of the total number of fatalities.  Five specific occupations accounted for 29 percent of the workplace fatalities: truck drivers, heavy and tractor-trailer (18), construction laborers (10), police and sheriff’s patrol officers (7), landscaping and groundskeeper workers (6), and electricians (6).  
For detailed statistical tables on the Virginia Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), go to the Virginia Department of Labor and Industry website at http://www.doli.virginia.gov. Information can also be requested by contacting the Department at (804) 786-1035 or by sending an email to thuy.au@doli.virginia.gov.
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