Hexavalent Chromium Hazards in Portland Cement
Portland cement is one of the most widely used formulations of cement in the construction industry. Trace amounts of hexavalent chromium are usually present in Portland cement as the result of contamination during its manufacture. Occupational exposure to trace amounts of hexavalent chromium in Portland can result in inhalation, dermal, and eye hazards.  
The Chromium (VI) standards do not cover operations where employees may be exposed to hexavalent chromium in Portland cement. However, employers should be aware that other VOSH standards are in place to protect employees exposed to Portland cement. Appropriate personal protective equipment must be provided and used when working with Portland cement. Adequate washing facilities must also be provided. In addition, the hazard communication training is required for all employees potentially exposed to hazardous chemicals, including Portland cement.    
