Emerging Professions in Registered Apprenticeship
 Wine Cellar Worker

When an industry finds itself growing by leaps and bounds and in need of employees, one way to fill the void is to grow your own.  That is precisely what the wine industry in Virginia has done in order to cultivate employees for wineries.   And yes, Registered Apprenticeship enters the picture.  
In the very near future, the Division of Registered Apprenticeship will be registering apprentices in this emerging profession.  The Virginia wine industry has had the nice problem of experiencing growing pains.  Several key players in workforce development and the wine industry collaborated to develop the nation’s first ever registered apprenticeship in the wine-making industry.  Valerie Palamountain, Dean of Workforce Services at Piedmont Virginia Community College (PVCC) had already worked with industry advisors to shape the curriculum of their current certificate program in Viticulture (growing grapes) and Enology (the study of wine).
Additionally, PVCC developed a successful internship for South African students.  This got the attention of the Virginia Community College System (VCCS).  VCCS approached  PVCC about the possibility of a registered apprenticeship program.   The collaboration came about with industry advisors, PVCC and the Division of Registered Apprenticeship.  

 In the case of the new apprenticeship, Wine Cellar Worker, PVCC blazed the trail as a provider of related instruction for apprentices.   Some of the specific areas of study will include an introduction to the science of wine, tasting and analysis, legal issues, marketing, sanitation, winery design and equipment, harvesting, and bottling.

Virginia’s wine industry has been on a growth spurt.  This year’s Virginia Wine Guide lists 119 wineries in operation.  Compare that to 2004, when there were 85 licensed wineries, and 2000 with only 54 establishments.  Our Apprenticeship Representatives will hopefully be able to capture some of this growth and add to our roster of sponsors.  For more information on Registered Apprenticeship, go to:
www.doli.virginia.gov.


For information on any of Virginia’s wineries and upcoming events and festivals, go to www.virginiawines.org.

