Delta DCA Becomes 42nd VPP Star Site in Virginia
If you fly into the Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, or DCA in airline lingo, look for the VPP flag behind the Delta ticket counter.  Delta began service to the National Airport located in Arlington, Virginia in 1956.  Recently, the Delta DCA station became the sixth site in Delta Air Line’s system and the 42nd VPP Star site in Virginia.  This  combined effort required coordination among the 218 employees in passenger service, ground service, parts and line maintenance departments.  Over 1.17 million passengers are embarked on approximately 20,000 Delta flights last year at the DCA station.
Delta Air Lines is a recognized leader in safety in the airline industry.  In 2005 the company was listed as one of America’s safest companies by Occupational Health Hazards magazine.  It was noted that Delta had the lowest OSHA recordable injury and illness rates of any Air Transport Association Member.  Also in 2005, the DCA station won the Delta “Triple Crown’ award for excellence in safety and station performance.
So you can imagine the pride that Ken Johnson, Station Manager, Jay Dubert, Line Maintenance Manger, Willie Whitley, Safety/EPA Coordinator and Corrado “Dino” Avarino, VPP Coordinator felt when they were presented the VPP Star flag for the DCA station on December 12, 2006 by Commissioner Ray Davenport, Virginia Department of Labor and Industry.  Also, in attendance were U.S. Assistant Secretary of Labor Edwin Foulke, Jr. and members of his staff from federal OSHA.  
What does the future look like?  DCA employees are already working with other Delta stations to become VPP.  So far Dulles and Richmond stations are on the path to join DCA soon as VPP Stars.  Also, Delta has prepared numerous other stations outside Virginia for their journey to VPP Star.  You never know, in the future you may be landing or taking off from a VPP site.
