Apprenticeship in the Ship Repair Industry
In the late 1960s opportunities to work in shipyards seemed readily available in the Southampton Roads area of Virginia. The South Tidewater Association of Ship Repairers, STASR, fostered the apprenticeship program. Led by Leo Marshall, Executive Director, STASR encouraged ship repair companies to commit to sponsorship of apprenticeship programs in the area. In 2005 STASR changed its name to the Virginia Ship Repair Association. 

In 1942 Northrop Grumman became the first company in the area to become a Virginia Apprenticeship sponsor. Since that time more than ten companies in ship repair and related ship repair occupations have registered apprenticeships in Virginia. Currently there are over two thousand registered apprentices receiving on the job training in the shipbuilding and ship repair industry. Related classroom instruction is coordinated and conducted by Tidewater Community College. 

For additional information about Virginia’s Apprenticeship program and a statement on Apprenticeship by Governor Kaine, visit the agency web site at www.doli.virginia.gov. 

